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From the Minister’s Desk,

THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS: THE BIRTH OF 
JESUS AT SOLSTICE

There are opposing reactions to the holiday season today. 
One reaction is highly critical of consumerism, greed, long 
lines, impatient people, and an absence of spirituality or 
sincerity. The holiday-affirming response celebrates 
religious, family, and community traditions, which help us 
reflect upon life and assess how we are living it. The 
question becomes, how do we get beyond the distractions 
and superficiality of Christmas to the personal renewal we 
actually desire from Christmas?

If we broaden our perspective of the Christmas celebration 
we find something interesting and relevant. Each year, at 
more-or-less the same wintry time, billions of people 
participate in important festivals or holidays around the 
world. This solstice practice reaches back to early histories 
of antiquity. Christmas, Chanukah, Hajj, Sadhana, and 
almost countless other sacred celebrations occur at or near 
winter solstice. All of these various rituals together enshrine 
important human values like sharing, peace, welcoming the 
stranger, caring for others, and practicing a reflective life.

With regard to Jesus’ birth the church has historically given 
a lot of attention to the question of Jesus’ human-divine 
nature, and the meaning of a virgin birth. The result has been 
that Christianity has developed competing interpretations of 

how Jesus was/is to be understood as the “Son of God.” The 
fact is that the Church disagreed immediately on this 
question, and has never come to agree. On the smaller 
matter of Jesus’ actual birth date, it is well known that 
Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus on a day of cultural 
convenience, not one based on historical evidence. That 
culturally convenient day for Jesus birth is winter solstice. 
Thus neither the exact birth date nor the exact nature of 
Jesus have we been able to determine definitively. There is 
historical and theological mystery in all of it.

Perhaps the meaning of Christmas then rests not so much on 
the beliefs or doubts about things like the virgin birth or the 
nature of Jesus, nor in the trappings of gifts and decorations, 
but rather it is about more basic human concerns, like how 
we equip ourselves to survive the “coming winter months?” 
In the old world winter was the time when people were more 
likely to succumb to famine or sickness (notwithstanding the 
many people in the 21st century who are without heat or 
sufficient food). Winter was a scary time in antiquity, the 
highest anxiety time of year…”will we make it through to 
the spring?” The sacred solstice festivals, Christmas 
included, have been placed at the beginning of winter and 
are marked by feasting, sharing, and expressing thankfulness 
for life. It is a bold and joyful response to the potential 
dangers that lie ahead. Like the gospel story of Christmas, 
the message of winter solstice generally speaking relates to 
hope and the affirmation of life.



Perhaps the Christmas celebration of the birth of Jesus, 
being placed at the most vulnerable moment - the threshold 
of winter - is what makes the Christmas story all the more 
meaningful. The story of Jesus birth (about which the Bible 
says very little) and the

solstice story are together aimed at giving hope when the 
odds are down. The traditions inspire each other. The spirit 
of “Christmas-solstice” then, not only celebrates the arrival 
of Jesus, but it also resists pessimism and calms fears. 
Christmas, at its best, helps us celebrate life with each other, 
face the future with confidence and reassurance, and trust 
that God is in the world with us.

Merry Christmas and a Fulfilling New Year!

Rev. Michael Burch

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Burch will be away December 30th. We will 
have pulpit supply that Sunday

  

STEWARDSHIP

I have received some pledges and would appreciate those 
that haven’t given their pledge cards to me please do so 
as soon as possible. 
It makes it much easier to have an amount to work with 
for the upcoming budget for 2013
 Also, the 2013 pledge envelopes will be in the narthex on 
Sunday, December 16th.
Thank you,
Joan Bateson
Financial Recorder

PROPERTY COMMITTEE

The Property Committee would like to thank those hard 
working individuals who cleaned the down stairs of the 
church; the big room, kitchen, bath, hallway and class 
rooms.
Also, the cutting of tree limbs that were rubbing on the 
building and removal of vines.

Thanks to Todd Tucker for donating and installing the new 
American Flag.

As many of you do not know we must install a new Fire 
Alarm system in the church.  The committee has secured 
bids to do this work and it will possibly take place this 
coming January.
Paul Bateson, Property Comm. Chair.



Adopt-A-Family

Our Adopt-A Family project is well under way.  
All the tags have been 
taken from the tree, 
meaning that Mariah, 
Madison, Matthew, 
Michael and Rylie will 
have many gifts to 
unwrap on Christmas 
morning.

Please bring in your 
wrapped gift with the 
child’s name attached no 
later than Sunday, 
December 9th. 

A very special thank you to the Sunday School 
for their contribution from the sale of our church 
ornaments.  That money will be used to buy 
family games, diapers for the baby and something 
for Mom.

Again, many thanks to all!  Audrey & Paula 

!

Christmas Plants

If you would like to place a Poinsettia on the 
altar in  memory of or thanksgiving for a 

loved one, please fill out the enclosed form 
and return it to Bertha Crompton by Dec. 16. 

2012.

Thank you!

! ! MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY
The mid-week Bible study is held Wednesday mornings at 
10:30AM.  We are studying the book of Revelation. 
All are welcome!



!

Christmas Season with the LRBC 
Choir

The	  LRBC	  choir	  presents,	  “Let	  the	  Whole	  World	  Sing”	  a	  
Christmas	  Cantata.	  

Join	  us	  for	  a	  musical	  interpreta1on	  of	  the	  Christmas	  
Story.	  Enjoy	  a	  blend	  of	  tradi1onal	  carols	  and	  

new	  contemporary	  melodies.

December	  9th	  at	  6PM.	  This	  event	  is	  a	  good	  will	  offering.

The	  LRBC	  Choir	  will	  also	  be	  singing	  again	  at	  Atria	  
Lincoln	  Place	  on	  December	  17th	  at	  7:00PM..

Children & Youth 
Christmas Events

The Sunday School is 
busily preparing for the 

Christmas season.  
Throughout the month of 
November, we have sold 

LRBC Christmas 
ornaments.  We raised 
$75.00 which will be 

donated to our Adopt-A-
Family. 

Here are some important dates to remember:

Sunday, Dec. 9th:  Bake Sale to benefit Sunday school 
activities.  Anyone interested in donating baked goods 
for this fundraiser please contact: Nancy Manion at 
487-8673 or Muriel Andreoni: 723-4784.

Sunday, Dec. 16th: Annual Christmas Pageant. This 
year we are performing an original story about how the 
animals found Christmas



Harvest Pot Luck Dinner

The harvest dinner held on 
Saturday, November 10th. , was a 

successful evening of great food 
and good fellowship.  The cooks 

once again did themselves proud with the many different 
dishes and deserts.  If anyone went away hungry it 

wasn’t the fault of the cooks.  After the dinner 
downstairs we moved upstair to the sanctuary for desert 
and a presentation of our new website put on by Steve 

Cranshaw who has been working long hours to bring it 
into reality.  His hard work has paid off.  
If you haven’t visited our new website: 

www.LRBCRI.org,please take a moment 
to check us out! 

Happy Birthday to you”

The following members will be celebrating
December birthday’s :

Nov. 30 Austin Dionne (Happy Belated Birthday)
Dec. 2 Anna Luke
Dec. 8 Danielly Dionne
Dec. 11 Lori Hamel   

After Church Coffee Hour
                                The new sign-up sheet for 2013 in on      
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  

We are looking for volunteers to supply the 
refreshments for after Church next year. 
If you are unable to do a whole !month you can 
sign up for the weeks you are able.   Thank you!

“Church Service Cancelled Due 
to Snow” 

 
You can now find out if  Church Service 

is cancelled by tuning in to our local television 
channels such as Channel 10 after 8:00AM or by a 
voice message left on the Church Phone.  

Pastor Michael Burch
Pastor: 401-595-7594

michael.burch01@gmail.com
Church: 401 334-2999

Chair of Deacon Board, Christine Maino
cmaino@verizon.net

Organist/Pianist: Nikita Zabinski
Choir Director: Jerilyn Cranshaw

Moderator: Ron Riivet
Secretary: Eunice Potts

Ministers: All of the Baptized 
Church website: www.LRBCRI.org 
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